Introduction
Perhaps the largest regional hydrological cycle variations during the 20th century has been observed in the Caspian Sea (CS) basin [Golitsyn, 1995] 
Optimal averaging of annual means
To analyse the seasonal structure of the correlation between precipitation over the Volga Basin, VRD (both observed and modelled) and equatorial Pacific SSTs, the monthly mean data for the Nifio-4 region (5øN -5øS, 150øW-160øE An analysis of the seasonal mean observed precipitation versa Nifio-4 SSTs lagged correlation shows that it is the autumn precipitation variability which is mostly affected by the SST variations and the river discharge is following with maximum correlations in spring.
For the seasonal mean model precipitation the correlation maxinmm is found in winter, i.e. simultaneous with the ENSO maximum. This difference, in particular, can be related to the differences between annual cycles for the model and observed precipitation. 
